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Back By Popular Demand: GRILL ON THE HILL
With Special Guest World-Champion Pitmaster
Bobby T.
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Are you a Master Griller?
Or do you just like to eat BBQ and play golf?
Either way, Saturday, May 2 will be for you.

Treetops Resort to Host the 8th Annual ‘Grill on the Hill’

Gaylord, MI – The culinary team at Treetops, Michigan’s Most Spectacular Resort, is preparing for the 8th annual “Grill on the Hill” BBQ competition on Saturday, May 2. 

Treetops’ Grill on the Hill BBQ competition is open to all levels of cooking skills, and to those looking for a great place to enjoy the tastes of summer BBQ!  (And also those interested in playing a round on the golf season’s first day in the annual ‘We’re Open – Open’ tournament on the Robert Trent Jones Senior’s Masterpiece.) 

Grill master teams who participate in the Grill on the Hill competition get the opportunity to share their special skills and secrets with the “tasters” (event attendees) who will be on the search for the best BBQ. 

Each team provides their own grill, and are limited to cooking on either charcoal, wood, or pellet fires.  

A team of judges will visit each team’s booth assessing the following criteria: Appearance, Taste, and Tenderness. There will be a first-place winner chosen in each category (Best Brisket, Best Ribs, Best Pork Butt) plus the People’s Choice competition. 

Backyard Grilling Team Registration
$350 Entry Fee: Up to four (4) team members

Includes:
· A 10x10 cooking space + 8ft table
· Two (2) 25lb bags of ice
· 2oz ramekins for sampling
· 1 chafing dish with sternos
· Hospitality Tent access (water & NA beverages)
· Friday Night Welcome Dinner 
· One complimentary hotel room (+ discounted additional lodging)
· 16 tasting tickets – to sample other teams' BBQ
· Four (4) drink tickets per team
· Choice of One Protein (or a combination totaling) 40 LBS:
· #30 brisket 
· #30 pork ribs
· #30 bone-in pork butt
· Additional available for $300

Plus a private meet & greet on Friday evening with Bobby T for an educational session on topics including time management, flavor layering, and competition preparation.

Want to compete?
Teams can register online or by calling 888-TREETOPS or by clicking here.

What All Grill Teams Should Bring:
· Your own grill (charcoal, wood, or pellet)
· A 10x10 tent with anchors
· Additional tables, coolers, gloves, and spices/sauces (store-bought only)
· Signage & decorations to show off your team spirit!
· Potable water if needed (no onsite water access)
· Extension cords (limited power available)




About Special Guest Bobby T.

Bob Trudnak, known as Bobby T, is a world-champion Pitmaster, seasoned product developer, and founder of Bob Trudnak Brand and Bobby T’s BBQ & Gourmet Foods. 

With more than 25 years in the food and BBQ product development industry, Bob has earned awards for his BBQ on some of the world’s biggest stages, building a reputation for delivering competition-level flavor with real-world accessibility. His award-winning line of BBQ sauces and seasonings was created to bring championship quality to backyard cooks and competitive pitmasters alike.

Beyond product development, Bobby T is a sought-after live-fire cooking instructor and presenter, teaching hands-on BBQ and culinary classes across the United States and appearing at major festivals and food events. He has also had the honor of cooking for and teaching members of the U.S. military both domestically and internationally, traveling worldwide including South Korea, Abu Dhabi, Qatar, and throughout Europe.

Whether leading a masterclass, cooking for troops overseas, competing on the global stage, or representing top culinary brands, Bobby T brings passion, precision, and bold flavor to every stage he steps onto.

Meat, good beer and live music: a trio that surely can’t be beat.

Sound like fun? 
How to enjoy the fun of Grill on the Hill on Saturday, May 2nd at Treetops Resort.

Be an attendee a.k.a. an event taster. A Taster Package event ticket includes:

· Eight tasting tickets – One voting ticket
· Access to vendors, concerts, and events
· Petting zoo & pony rides
· Wagon rides
· Beverage tasting tent

In advance
Adults: $30 
Kids: $15 (12 and under)

Day of event
Adults: $40 
Kids: $15 (12 and under)

Purchase online before the event and save!





NEW in 2026!

VIP Tasting Tickets—Only 100 Available

Access all event activities as described above:
· 8 Tasting Tickets
· 1 Voting Ticket (for People’s Choice award)

PLUS… 
· Early Entry One-Hour before General Public
· Souvenir Beer Glass
· Mingle with Bobby T 
· Special Demonstration from Bobby T (Friday evening)
· Lighting of the Grills with all grilling teams (Friday evening)

VIP Tickets 
· In advance April 1 – May 1: $60 
· Day of Event: $65 
To purchase tickets in advance click here: 
Golf Season’s Opening Weekend
Golfers interested in the “We’re Open – Open” tournament will compete on the Jones Masterpiece and will receive two drink tickets and access to the Grill on the Hill post-round party.
Stay for the Weekend 
Taster’s Lodging Packages start at $139 per person, per night, based on double occupancy (includes taxes and resort fees). The package includes overnight lodging in The Inn, breakfast voucher per person, and taster tickets to Grill on the Hill. 

To make a Competitor’s or Taster’s Overnight Reservation Call 888-Treetops.


About Treetops Resort 

Treetops – Michigan’s Most Spectacular Resort – is the Midwest’s “Must Play” golf resort with arguably the best collection of golf anywhere in the country, boasting five different, distinct courses from renowned designers Robert Trent Jones, Sr., Tom Fazio and Rick Smith. Treetops Resort is also proudly recognized with the # 1 Par 3 Course in North America: Threetops. 

Guests can also experience world-class golf instruction, a spectacular spa, downhill skiing, meetings, conventions and special group events, plus a fairytale setting for destination weddings. Treetops’ winters include some of the finest terrain for families to enjoy with 27 ski runs, terrain parks, Nordic trails for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing, and a two-lane extreme tubing park.

Treetops Resort is conveniently located off I-75 just three hours north of Detroit and within an hour of the Straits of Mackinac. Just three turns and 10 minutes from the interstate—the easiest accessibility of any northern Michigan resort. 
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